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 The owner of a downtown El-
lijay restaurant chose two local 
animal-friendly nonprofi ts to pay 
forward a donation that original-
ly helped her after the COVID-19 
pandemic began. 
 Cornerstone Cafe owner Ter-
rie Leyden picked Friends of the 
Gilmer Animal Shelter (FOGAS) 
and Shelter Dogs For Veterans 
to each receive a $500 donation. 
Leyden said $1,000 was original-
ly given to her by the Downtown 
Ellijay Business and Communi-
ty Association (DEBCA) with one 
stipulation.
 “They basically knew I was 
struggling when I fi rst reopened 
and that I’ve been a big communi-
ty supporter for years. The stipu-
lation was, once I was able to pay 
it back, I would pay it forward 
to someone. I thought long and 
hard,” she said. “The fi rst thing in 
town to be canceled was St. Pet-
rick’s Day, which is probably the 
biggest fundraiser for FOGAS. 
So much of my family is military 
and we couldn’t do anything for 
veterans this Memorial Day, so I 
thought I would donate the oth-
er half to Shelter Dogs For Veter-
ans.” 
 Leyden’s community involve-
ment has included helping out 
over the years with numerous 
downtown Ellijay events such as 
parades and the annual Light 
Up Ellijay celebration, as well as 
raising money for different local 
school sports programs.
 “I try to support everything I 
can,” she said. 
 Leyden said she’s defi nitely a 
dog person, which endeared her 
to the two receiving nonprofi ts.
 “I have a dog and, when I 
come home from work, he brings 
me such comfort. It doesn’t mat-
ter what kind of day I’ve had. It 
calms me down,” she said.
 Speaking specifi cally about 
Shelter Dogs for Veterans, which 
pairs service dogs with military 
veterans and fi rst responders 
who need them, Leyden said her 
late husband was a Vietnam vet-
eran and she has a nephew who’s 

a special-ops paratrooper. 
 “I know so many (military) 
guys. If one dog goes to one man 
or woman and can give them com-
fort or save their lives, how worth 
it,” she said.
 Sharon Callan, certifi ed dog 
trainer and president of Shelter 
Dogs For Veterans, started the 
nonprofi t in 2015 as an offshoot 
of her dog-training business Paws 
Be Good. The dogs she trains to 
eventually become certifi ed ser-
vice dogs come from animal shel-
ters that euthanize.
 “I use the Gilmer shelter a lot. 
I always go there fi rst. I also go to 
the Pickens (shelter),” she said. 
 Callan said she mainly works 
with veterans and fi rst respond-
ers who suffer from Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD), 
traumatic brain injuries, ser-
vice-related sexual trauma or a 
physical disability. 
 After a potential owner is 
paired with a dog that’s a good 
match, both undergo a lengthy 
training process that’s provided 
at no cost to the participating vet-

eran. After completing the train-
ing, the service dog can accompa-
ny its owner wherever he or she 
needs to go. 
 “It can take up to a year and a 
half depending on their disabili-
ty and what they need the dog to 
do,” Callan said. 
 The primary mission of FO-
GAS is to raise money for the 

Gilmer County Animal Shelter. 
Those funds are used for adop-
tion programs, to purchase sup-
plies for animals housed at the 
facility and to sponsor a discount 
spay-neuter clinic program that’s 
been particularly active in the 
past year.
 Much of that outreach has 
been put on hold due to the virus 

pandemic, which makes Leyden’s 
donations all the more important, 
noted Ernie Taylor, a volunteers 
for both FOGAS and Shelter Dogs 
For Veterans.
 “Like many businesses and 
charities, FOGAS is experienc-
ing a reduction in donations due 
to COVID-19. Thanks to the gen-
erosity of citizens and business-
es such as Cornerstone Cafe, we 
plan to continue assisting the an-
imal shelter and providing subsi-
dized spay-neuter clinics as much 
as possible,” he said. 
 Callan described how the do-
nation helps her organization, 
which also relies on fundrais-
ing and donations to carry out its 
mission. 
 “It will help with things like 
food and vetting for the dogs and 
(purchasing) harnesses. Every-
thing is pretty costly when you 
consider it all together,” she said. 
 Cynthia Michel, DEBCA 
vice-president, said the associa-
tion’s pay-it-forward program is 
ongoing and Cornerstone Cafe 
was its fi rst recipient.
 “DEBCA is not a merchants’ 
organization, although it benefi ts 
our historic downtown. We try to 
include the entire community  — 
businesses and citizens. The only 
charge to belong is your time and 
we meet once a month,” said Mi-
chel. 
 “I’m really pleased with the 
program and we’ll develop it more 
as we go along. It’s all about help-
ing each other stay afl oat.” 
 This year marks the Corner-
stone’s 15th anniversary, Ley-
den noted. It started as a homey, 
neighborhood spot for breakfast 
and lunch and remains so today.
 “I started it April 6, 2005. 
Breakfast is our best timeframe 
because we serve it all day. I get 
people coming in ordering om-
elets and country fried steak with 
biscuits and gravy at 10 till 2,” 
Leyden said. 
 One of the best things about 
being open again, she confi rmed, 
is seeing regular customers fi lter 
back through the doors. 
 “It’s so rewarding and they’re 
so happy (to be back),” Leyden 
said. 
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Above, Friends of the Gilmer Animal Shelter (FOGAS) members Rebecca Harrell, Meg Eanes, Tim Velle-
noweth, Marla Swanberg, Ernie Taylor, Sylvia Harris, Jack Peaden and Susan Lebert accept a $500 dona-
tion from Sammie Jo Hawkins and Terrie Leyden, of Cornerstone Cafe, third and fourth from left. Below, 
Shelter Dogs for Veterans personnel Peter Callan (vice president), Taylor (volunteer), Pepper (service dog) 
and Sharon Callan (president and dog trainer) accept a $500 donation from Leyden, left.

Cornerstone Cafe pays it forward 
to local animal-friendly nonprofi ts
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 As summer temperatures rise, a long running part-
nership between Gilmer Fire and Rescue and Faith, 
Hope and Charity Recycle Store Inc. will again provide 
free box fans for those in need.
 “We ask that it’s for people who can’t afford them 
and we allot two (fans) per household. If it’s for an el-
derly person or someone who can’t get out, we do al-
low family members to come pick them up,” said 
Gilmer Fire and Rescue Battalion Chief Aaron Free-
man.  
 The fan program fi rst started shortly after fl ooding 
in 2014, said Gilmer Fire EMA Coordinator Al Cash. 
 “The ground was deeply saturated from several 
days of standing water, which contributed to very high 
levels of humidity. That, in turn, drove the heat index 
up to unbearable conditions for folks with no air con-
ditioning. That’s when Faith, Hope and Charity came 
to the rescue in donating hundreds of fans through the 
fi re department to help our community stay a little bit 
cooler,” he added.
 Cheryl Worley, FHC board chairman, said the local 
community outreach nonprofi t purchases the box fans 
and Gilmer Fire is responsible for getting them into 
homes where the need is the greatest. County fi re sta-
tion 1 at 437 Howard Simmons Road serves as the pro-
gram’s distribution point. 
 “It’s a great partnership, and I hope we can contin-
ue it for many years to come,” Worley said.
 Due to COVID-19 precautions, anyone needing to 
pick up a fan should call ahead before coming to the 
fi re station. 
 “We prefer they come during our business hours 
and we ask that people call ahead now,” confi rmed 
Freeman. “They need to call and schedule a time they 
can come and we will set the fans outside for them.” 
 For more details or to schedule a time to pick up 
a fan, call fi re station 1 at 706-635-1333 between the 
normal business hours of 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
 In addition to the free fan effort, Gilmer Fire and 
Rescue and Faith, Hope and Charity previously part-
nered for a free smoke detector program and it’s hoped 
that a new program for distributing carbon monoxide 
detectors will begin later this year, Freeman noted.

Summer fan program underway at Gilmer Fire and Rescue

Pictured are some of the box fans being distributed through a joint effort between Gilmer Fire and Rescue and Faith, Hope 
and Charity Recycle Store Inc. 


