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Health Officials Concerned about Gilmer County Spike 
in COVID-19 Cases 

Encourage certain residents to get tested 
 
Ellijay, GA – COVID-19 cases took a sharp increase in Gilmer County this past week, and 

public health officials are concerned the main cause could be the attendance of large gatherings 

in the county. Anyone who recently attended events such as church revivals or other local large 

gatherings in the county is encouraged to get tested for COVID-19. 

 

Free COVID-19 testing is provided by the Gilmer County Health Department on Mondays and 

Fridays at the ETC Pavilion in Ellijay. Residents are to call 1-888-881-1474 to register and make 

an appointment. 

 

On June 11, the total number of positive cases in the county was 166, including one death. Since 

then, one additional death occurred, and positive cases increased weekly by five to ten until 

reaching a total of 190 on July 2. 

 

Most concerning, however, was a sudden spike in numbers so that as of July 9, there were 216 

positive cases of COVID-19 in Gilmer County, and today, public health is reporting an 

additional ten cases in the county. 

 

“That is an increase of 36 cases in just over a week,” said Dr. Zachary Taylor, Health Director of 

North Georgia Health District 1-2 of the Georgia Department of Public Health, which includes 

Gilmer County. “Considering the protective measures and proactive precautions against 

coronavirus that have been readily available and promoted by the CDC and public health, 

transmission of this virus should be decreasing in our communities, certainly not increasing.” 

 

Health officials strongly urge residents to prevent further spread of the virus by always wearing a 

mask in public, frequently washing hands or using a hand sanitizer, avoiding large crowds, social 

distancing away from others by at least six feet, avoiding physical contact when in public by not 

shaking hands or giving hugs, and staying home and calling a doctor if COVID-19 symptoms 

appear or if close contact occurred to someone who tested positive for the virus within the past 

14 days. 
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Meanwhile, public health continues to track the virus through contact tracing, which means 

people who test positive for COVID-19 identify others they may have exposed to the virus so 

that public health contact tracers can determine if those contacts need to be quarantined and 

tested. 

 

Additionally, the Gilmer County Health Department is collaborating with the Gilmer County 

Public Safety and Emergency Management Agency, Gilmer County Family Connections, Gilmer 

County Schools and several local churches, businesses, and other community partners to educate 

residents on how to take protective measures against COVID-19. They have utilized several 

methods and venues to share bilingual materials with the public and have even provided free face 

masks. 

 

County nurse manager, Krystal Sumner, said, “Even residents who are asymptomatic can receive 

the free testing we offer. Knowing who is carrying the virus helps public health get ahead of 

transmission and prevent the virus from spreading further. By taking this step and the other 

recommended protective measures, we can stop the spread of COVID-19 together.” 

 

Learn more about free COVID-19 testing in North Georgia and the latest updates on how to stop 

the spread at bit.ly/COVID19-Updates-NorthGA.    
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About Us: The North Georgia Health District is part of the Georgia Department of Public Health. One of 18 health districts in the 
state, the North Georgia Health District (District 1-2) is comprised of six counties: Cherokee, Fannin, Gilmer, Murray, Pickens and 
Whitfield. Many public health programs and services exist throughout the district, all of which are designed to meet the needs of the 
people of North Georgia. Learn more about us at www.nghd.org, and follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
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